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STAGE 1 –Desired Results 

 

 Established Goals: 

1. The students will understand how past experiences of colonists/settlers formed the government and country of today. 
2. The student will cooperatively create a skit or play to express their understanding of the events after the Boston Tea 

Party during the colonial time period.  
3. The student will use their artistic abilities to connect with the fashion styles and important figures during the colonial 

time period. 
4. Through group activities and cooperative learning students will develop a better understanding of culture, democracy, 

and government.  
5. The student will learn about culture and tradition by analyzing literature, music, and art from the colonial time period. 

 Standards: 

Standard - 5.1.4.C  

Explain the principles and ideals shaping local and state government.  

 Liberty / Freedom  

 Democracy  

 Justice  

 Equality 

Standard - 5.1.4.D  

Identify key ideas about government found in significant documents: 

 Declaration of Independence  

 United States Constitution  

 Bill of Rights  

 Pennsylvania Constitution 

 

Standard - 5.2.4.B  

Describe the sources of conflict and disagreement and different ways conflict can be resolved. 

Standard - 5.3.4.F  

Explain how different perspectives can lead to conflict. 

Standard - 6.1.4.D  

Explain what influences the choices people make. 

Standard - 7.3.4.A  

Identify the human characteristics of places and regions using the following criteria: 

 Population  

 Culture  

 Settlement  

 Economic activities  

 Political activities 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Big Ideas: Liberty/Democracy Leadership, Conflict, Unity 

 

Essential Questions: 

Why did colonist settle in what is now the United States of America? 

What challenges did colonists endure? 

What is liberty/democracy? 

How can difference in perspective create conflict? 

What is the colonial time period? 

What was life like during the colonial time period? 

 

 

 

Students will be able to: 

Discover how colonist lived under harsh rule of the thrown. 

Know what factors lead to certain conflicts like the Boston Tea Party, The Intolerable Act, The Declaration of 

Independence, etc.  

Know what important figures during the Colonial time period and how they dressed. 

Sequentially map how certain events led to the formation of the United States. 

Relate art, music, and theatre to the colonial time period.  

 

Enduring Understandings: 

1. Native Americans and the new settlers had different perspective of one another. Standard- 5.3.4.F 

2. The diversity of the American population was its most enduring and distinctive feature. Standard - 7.3.4.A  

 

3. Colonists had a choice in whether the new opportunity in America out-weighed the sacrifices of leaving a 

familiar home. Standard - 6.1.4.D  

 

4. The majority of colonist endured harsh taxation and rule. They believed in the ideas of liberty, freedom, 

and equality for all “Americans”. Standard 5.1.4.C 

5. America’s founders had a vision for a country with a government that had certain rules, ideas, and beliefs. 

Standard- 5.1.4.D 
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STAGE 2 

Assessment Evidence 

 

 
Performance Tasks: Source: My Vocab Journal  http://malenadipasquale.blogspot.com/p/strategy-8-raft.html 

EXTRA! EXTRA! 

READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

Hello, today (July 4th 1776) I just got news from a prominent source that the 13 colonies have just declared 

independence from the crown. As the boss of this newspaper company I want you and two other colleagues to get 

the scoop on this life changing event. This has to be your best work because this is front page news material! Here 

is what I want you to do: 

RAFT 

Role- Role of the Author (Journalist)  

You are a journalist for the Pennsylvania Press. You will be creating breaking news articles about the Declaration of 

Independence with a partner. You and two other colleagues will write a total of four short articles for the front page 

of a newspaper.  

Audience-  

The audience that you will have for our newspaper are newspaper readers, mostly middle and upper class colonists. 

Many of the colonists will be purchasing this newspaper to find out news not only about the Declaration of 

Independence but other important news stories that would be relevant to the colonial period.  

Format-  

This would be the front page of the newspaper. Your newspaper product must resemble the format of a newspaper. 

You must include two pictures, a title, heading, captions, and the appropriate date (July 4, 1776). 

Topic- The Declaration of Independence  

To write articles to compose the front page of the Pennsylvania Press.  

News Report- Write a news report of at least two factual stories.  

 The purpose of The Declaration of Independence 

 The key figures involved 

 Where it occurred 

 Events that occurred before or after the event 

 

 

 



 

 

Interview – Create an interview with one of the key figures during The American Revolution period. You will 

need at least three lines of dialogue for the key figure and interviewer. Topics to include:  

 Opinions that these people would have 

 Events the person may have participated in 

 Accomplishments these people have made 

 Possible historical figures to interview:  

Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, John Hancock, Alexander Hamilton, Joseph Brant, and 

Abigail Adams 

 

The following are other ideas to add to your front page newspaper  
You must have four articles on your front page.  

 

Report of Past Event/ Anniversary– Write a report of an event that occurred during the colonial time period.  

(Ex. Wednesday marks the 5th anniversary of…) 

Things you’ll need:  

 The year 

 The location 

 The significance of the event 

 Key people  

 A summary of the event  

 

Suggestions of possible events to write about:  

The Boston Tea Party, Rides of Paul Revere, Battles, etc. 

 

 

Obituaries – Create a few sentences describing a person who lived during the end of the Colonial Time Period/ 

Revolutionary Time Period.  

 

 Create a person/figure 

 Describe who the person was (job, death, and life description that is historically accurate to the time 

period) 

 How they died 

 Who they are survived by  

*THIS PERSON CAN BE MADEUP, BUT THE EVENTS, PLACES, AND LIFESTYLE HAS TO BE 

HISTORICALLY ACCURATE* 

 

 

 

 



Opinion/Editorial – If you choose to do this article, you must pick a topic and defend your position as if you 

were a colonist living in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Your opinion will differ depending on which side of The 

American Revolutionary cause you support. 

 

 If you are a loyalist to the thrown (British supporter) or American Patriot  

 Give your opinion  

 Offer advice 

 

Suggestions of possible topics: The Declaration of Independence, George Washington’s leadership, Topic on 

the Founding Fathers, King George III, The Monarchy, etc.  

 

Newspaper Political Cartoon – Create a political cartoon about a person/event that occurred during the time 

period.  

Things you’ll need: 

 A title for your cartoon 

 A caption of the cartoon 

   

 

Bonus: Try to pick a following topic to add to the front page paper. Be careful when choosing a topic, they 

must be presented historically accurate on the newspaper page. 

 

 A weather forecast for Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on July 4, 1776 

 Art and culture  

 Style and fashion  

 Comic  

 

As a group you will present your Front Page Newspaper to the class and it will be graded by a rubric  

Other Evidence:  

Formal Classroom Discussion, Participation in everyday lesson 

The students will have a group discussion/presentation about their rafts they did with their group. They will explain 

to the class what stories were all included in their newspaper article and what they were about.  

 

 

**************This performance task incorporates the arts by having students create art of the colonial time period in 

a front page newspaper. The students will use their artistic abilities to create an authentic looking newspaper.******** 

In this performance task, the students will be utilizing a variety of multiple intelligences. 

Multiple Intelligences: 

Linguistic- students will present their front page news article to the class articulating what they incorporated in their 

paper 

Spatial- students will figure out how they what to represent their information on the paper, almost like creating a 

collage.  

Interpersonal- Students will be engaged with groups of three to create their newspaper article. They will be working 

on this assignment in groups cooperatively. 

Intrapersonal- students may divide and conquer on certain parts of the assignment and may work on things by 

themselves.   



 

  



 


